
Venn Diagram 

Step-by-step instructions 

 

1. Create a slide and poster of a time framework.  

 

2. Provide to and review with each student the time framework for managing their time 

while completing Venn diagram via an overhead projector or whiteboard. 

 

3. Provide each student with a copy of the Venn diagram. 

 

4. Model how students will make predictions about the similarities and differences of the 

three philosophies before beginning research referring to illustrated Venn diagram. 

 

5. Model how students will collect information on the three philosophies of Confucianism, 

Legalism, or Taoism via library and or Internet on day 1. 

 

6. Set aside adequate time during class on day 1 for students to research the three 

philosophies of Confucianism, Legalism, or Taoism via textbook, video, books on tape, 

classroom library, school library, and or Internet. 

 

7. Set aside adequate time during class on days 2 and 3 for students to read text or articles or 

listen to tapes or videos and individually complete Venn diagram noting similarities and 

differences among the three philosophies. 

 

8. Direct students to share on day 4 with the class as a whole their findings setting aside 5 

minutes for each student’s presentation. Students are to answer  

a. What do the philosophies of Confucianism, Legalism, and Taoism have in 

common with one another? 

b. How are the philosophies of Confucianism, Legalism, and Taoism different from 

one another? 

c. How did the information the student learned compare with the predictions the 

student made at the beginning of the lesson?  

 

9. Note sample of completed Venn diagram. 

 

10. Give students time to add to or revise their Venn diagrams on day 4. 

 

11. Direct students to place completed Venn diagrams in social studies binders on day 4 so 

that they can use completed diagrams to study and learn material gathered from text. 


